To assess the effect of percutaneous transluminal coronary angioplasty (PTCA) after acute myocardial infarction (AMI) on mortality and reinfarction rates.
Data extraction
The method of data extraction (i.e. number of authors, blind assessment, etc.) is not stated, but information was sought on the exact study design, on the numbers actually undergoing PTCA in each group and on the 6-week and 52-week outcomes (survival and recurrence-free survival, i.e. survival without reinfarction). The data were extracted into standardised tables and then mailed to the principal investigator for verification and addition of missing data.
Methods of synthesis
How were the studies combined? For an individual study the odds ratios (OR) were determined for each outcome and combined using the method described by Mantel and Haenszel (see Other Publications of Related Interest) .
